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Abstract 

This article explores the role of linguistic identity in the era of globalization from a 

philological perspective. The study highlights how language functions not only as a means of 

communication but also as a cultural and intellectual resource. By analyzing the interrelationship 

between language, identity, and globalization, the article emphasizes the significance of 

philological research in preserving linguistic diversity while fostering intercultural dialogue. 
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Introduction 

In the age of globalization, language plays a dual role: it connects people across borders and 

at the same time safeguards cultural uniqueness. Philology, as the scientific study of language in 

written historical sources, provides a framework for understanding how linguistic identity shapes 

societies. For Indonesia, with its rich linguistic diversity, philological research is particularly 

relevant in maintaining harmony between local traditions and global trends. 

Main Body 

1. Philology as a Tool for Preserving Cultural Heritage 

Philology enables scholars to study ancient texts, manuscripts, and oral traditions that carry 

collective memory. By decoding historical documents, philologists reconstruct the development 

of languages and trace cultural transformations. For example, the analysis of Javanese manuscripts 

not only reveals linguistic evolution but also sheds light on moral, religious, and social values 

embedded in texts. 

2. Linguistic Identity in a Globalized World 

Globalization often creates pressure for linguistic homogenization, with English serving as 

a lingua franca. However, preserving local languages and identities remains crucial for sustaining 

cultural pluralism. Linguistic identity reflects the worldview of a community, its history, and its 
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philosophy. A philological approach allows us to interpret these identities and prevent cultural 

erosion. 

3. Philology and Intercultural Communication 

Philological studies foster intercultural dialogue by comparing languages and traditions. 

Through textual analysis, scholars discover shared motifs, metaphors, and narratives that bridge 

different civilizations. For instance, similarities between Malay and Sanskrit texts illustrate the 

intercultural connections across Asia. Such findings promote mutual respect and global 

cooperation. 

4. Challenges and Opportunities 

The main challenge lies in balancing global communication needs with local cultural 

preservation. Many minority languages face extinction due to insufficient academic and 

institutional support. Digital philology, however, offers new opportunities: digitization of 

manuscripts, online corpora, and language learning platforms make preservation more accessible 

and participatory. 

Conclusion 

Philology plays a vital role in understanding and preserving linguistic identity in the era of 

globalization. By analyzing texts and cultural artifacts, philologists help societies maintain their 

heritage while engaging in intercultural communication. For Indonesia and other linguistically 

diverse nations, philology offers both a safeguard against cultural loss and a bridge toward global 

dialogue. 
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