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Annotation.This article is devoted to developing reading skills in English lessons for
primary school students. The article describes the role of reading in elementary grades and
exercises that will help students understand the content of the text well. A discrepancy between
the opinions of teachers and students is revealed. The article provides an analysis of students' work
in English, describes what influences the improvement of text comprehension, including when
passing the external summative exam for 5th grade students. The authors provide examples of
several tasks for text comprehension and comments on them. The article highlights the information
that thanks to certain exercises in English lessons, students develop reading skills well. The article
highlights the information that thanks to certain exercises in English lessons, students develop
reading skills well. An analysis of the external summative exam by students is provided.

AHHOTaHI/Iﬂ. I[aHHa}I CTaThbd IIOCBAIIICHA PAa3BUTUIO HABBIKOB YTCHHA Ha YPOKax
AHTJINICKOrO SA3EIKa Y ydamuxcs HavaJIbHOM IIKOJIBI. B cTaThe ONUCHIBaETCS POJIb YTCHHUA B
HavYaJIbHBIX KJIacCaX W YHPaXXHCHHA, KOTOPBLIC IIOMOryT Yy4dalluMCA XOpOoIIOo IIOHHUMAThb
COJICpKaHUE TEKCTAa. BBIABICHO pacxXoKIE€HUE BO MHEHMIX ydMTelled M ydamuxcsa. B cratee
Jac€TCs aHaJInu3 pa60T ydJalmuxcs Ha aHTJIMMCKOM SA3BIKC, OIMMUCBIBACTCS, YTO BJIUACT HA YIIYUIICHUC
IIOHUMaHHus TEKCTa, B TOM YHMCJIC IMPU CAA4Y€ BHCUIHCTO UTOIOBOI'O 3K3aMCHA IJId yYalluXCs 5-x
KJIaCCOB. ABTOpLI MNPUBOJAAT MPUMEPBI HECKOJBKHX Sa)IaHI/II\/'I HAa IIOHUMAHHE TCKCTa M
KOMMEHTapuu K HUM. B cTatbe mnomguepkuBaercs HHPOpMAIMS O TOM, UYTO Onmaromaps
OIIPEIEIICHHBIM YIIPAKHCHUSAM Ha YpOKaX aHIVIMICKOIO f3bIKa Yy4alllMecs XOPOLIO Pa3BUBAIOT
HaBBIKH UTeHUS. B cTtaThbe MMOAYCPKHUBACTCA PIH(bOpMaI_II/ISI O TOM, 4YTO 6nar0ﬂap>1 OIIpCACJICHHBIM
YIOPaXHEHUSIM Ha YPOKax aHIJIMMCKOIO SI3bIKa y4Jalluecs XOpOLIO Pa3BUBANOT HABBIKM YTCHMS.
HpI/IBOl[I/ITCSI AHaJIN3 BHCIIHECTO UTOIOBOI'O 3K3aMCHA yYalllUMHUCA
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I would like to begin our article with a paraphrased proverb "If you can't speak, learn to

read.” Nowadays, reading is a very important skill. Thanks to reading in English, children develop

.
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an interest in learning English, the ability to gain knowledge and enrich their vocabulary. Reading
is @ means of teaching other types of speech activity. It is important to lay a solid foundation for
reading skills in primary school. Therefore, in the last decade, there have been serious changes
that have forced theorists and practitioners in the field of teaching foreign languages to reconsider
the established and considered traditional views on teaching reading.

In our opinion, reading plays a very important role in teaching English, so today we will talk
about it and the exercises used in this area.
The purpose of our study is to theoretically substantiate, develop a set of exercises on reading for
primary school students and test a set of exercises to develop reading skills in English.

We believe that the most important thing is for a child to not only read the text, but also
comprehend it. Meanwhile, our research data show that not only primary school students, but even
high school students do not always understand the text they read. They only mechanically
remember what they read, memorize sentences from the text, and when reading independently,
they often cannot understand the general meaning of the text. If we take into account the problem
of reading without understanding the text, it is necessary to work purposefully in this direction
already in elementary grades, using special exercises for understanding what has been read.

At the first stage of our research, we studied various sources of information and identified
a number of traditional tasks aimed at understanding the text:

— find unfamiliar words and find out their meaning;

— title the text, divide it into paragraphs;

— highlight the main idea and topic of the text;

— connect the beginning and end of a sentence;

— determine the content of the text based on the illustrations;
— answer questions about the text.

Later, we added other exercises for understanding the text, which are used in the external
summative assessment in grades 5. Based on this, we pay special attention to the following
exercises:

— Selecting correct and incorrect judgments about the text;
— Reading the text with missing words (students must insert words that are suitable in meaning
from those offered, while the text can be either familiar to the students or new).
— Multiple choice (students must choose one correct answer from four suggested)
During the survey, it turned out that it is easier for students to work with the text if they

know the meanings of new words. Therefore, we provided new vocabulary after each text in
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advance of reading. Students memorized these words at home and did an excellent job of
translating the text. Only 7% of respondents indicated that it did not matter to them which exercises
to work with. It is easier to remember and retell the content of the text with new words provided
in advance - the majority of students. To the question "With the help of which exercises is it easier
to understand the content of the text?" students answered that most often it depends on the
complexity of the text, but most of all the students liked the following exercises: choosing correct
and incorrect judgments about the text, reading the text with missing words, answering questions
about the text, connecting the beginning and end of a sentence, composing a story or sentence
using key words.

During the study, it was revealed that, as a result of the systematic use of such exercises in
the classroom, our students have well-developed skills:
— reproduce the text they have read, divide it into complete parts;
— find the essential in the text, see the meaning of the text, its main idea;
— recreate the author's images using imagination;
— see text "signals” - key words, images;
— read "actively", correlating what they have read with their own experience, asking questions,
predicting the content;
— be aware of the author's assessment of the events and characters of the work;
— reflect on what they have read and determine their position on this issue;

— use attention, memory, thinking, imagination, emotions, etc. when reading the text.

Two trial exams were held during the year. Each exam consisted of two parts. In the first part,
students read 3 texts and completed tasks for them, such as:

— choosing correct and incorrect judgments based on the text;

— reading a text with missing words;

— multiple choice.

In the second part, students wrote a short story based on pictures, which is aimed at students'’ skills:
— writing a short story;

— presenting the content of pictures in the text;

— structuring a short story;

— using vocabulary appropriately;

— observing punctuation rules.
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14 students took part in the English trial exam in the 5th grade. Below is a diagram that shows how

students improved their text comprehension skills [Diagram 1]. According to the diagram, we can

see that the students' knowledge level increased by an average of 7%. Based on this, we can

conclude that systematically completing exercises leads to successful results and high scores.

Conclusion. Thus, we believe that reading allows students to expand their vocabulary, remember

the correct sentence structure, and, in general, enjoy the beauty of the language. The excellent

result of using such exercises is manifested not only in successful studies, it will accompany the

child throughout his life and turn him into an intellectually and spiritually active, thoughtful reader,

a Reader with a capital letter.
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